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GRASSLAND RIVER
CONFIGURATION AND PROCESS

AIRPORT

DESIGN CONCEPT

The vast Hulunbuir Steppe is the birthplace of Northern
Chinese nomads and where the Yimin River begins its
life. Creek 626, a branch of the mother river, runs through
the middle of Hailar city's old district, supporting the
livelihoods of its communities. This river remediation
project thus implements the "resilient city" concept to
fully restore the Yimin River ecosystem while satisfying
the entertainment needs of residents.
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DESIGN CHALLENGES

As a meandering, grassland river, river experiences seasonal riverways,
extensive floodplains, and sensitive soil and vegetation structures.
While urban development has reshaped and channelized riverbeds to
effectively maintain flood control, it has also severely harmed the river’s
once thriving ecosystem.
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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

The design team implemented a systematic restoration of the water system. First, in respecting the river’s hydrology
BIODIVERSITY and native vegetation, next, the design team reconstructed the ecological environment along the river by replacing
and consolidating the topsoil.
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WETLANDS REHABILITATION

Wetlands were rehabilitated, its sediments contributing to the water’s purification and the reduction of surface run-off during
flooding.
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recreation and sightseeing needs.
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fitness centers, and other service faC|I|t|es are connected by wal
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be explored by visitors throughout the day and night. i
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Two historical-themed squares are designed to pay homage to Mongolian history, and earth-
covered architecture is created to be reminiscent of the steppe topography; these elements
offer a taste of local ethnic culture and engage visitors with the stories of the region’s last three
living tribes.
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COMMUNITY INTEGRATION

The successful restoration of the riverside through this project has played an important role in
initiating a comprehensive renovation of the Yimin River.
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